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QUR PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL MESSAGE: — ~ R
Hi folks! My < years as President of the Queen's County Historical Socf
iety are over this month. | v S ;

It has been a mostfehjoyable experience for me and an eventful Zzyeays
for our Society. Our organization is now 8 years old and we have grown in
membership from 70 in our first year to a current membershlp_pf 109. Nore
importantly, it is ‘more active?than ever in promoting and préserving our

J

Queen's County heritage.

, I am indeed proud to-have been President during a period when our News-
letter was started, and the quality of our programs has been excellent. .
Also, we actively assisted in the successful publication of Marion Reicker's.
book. "Those Days Are Gone Away", with 2070 books in print. I am also
proud to have the honour at our April meeting of making Marion the first
Honourary Life Member of the Queen's County Historical Society. These are
only a few of many notable events that I can recall during the past 2 years.,
We can all be proud of our success in these ‘endeavours. It made my job so
enjoyable to ‘have members who were continually thinking of new ways to promote
our heritage and would go ahead and see that our endeavours were brought to
successful conclusions. oo : ‘

I have made special mention of Marion Reicker and I would be remiss in
not thanking our retiring Newsletter £ditor, George Secord, for his efforts
over the past 2 years. 1 also could mention the special efforts that every
club member has made at one time or another but it would take too much space.
I can ‘only say thank you. I also ask that we all support our new President
as I have been supported and look forward to even better things in the future.

‘ ' ' *#*Dorothy V., Wilson
QUEEN'S COUNTY BIOGRAPHY: NELLIE McDONALD PURDY 1894-1981

This is a tributexto“Nellie;McDonaldfPurdy, philanthropist and entre-~
preneur. ‘ Coe L . : i

She was born at McDonald's Corner, Parish of Cambridge, Queen's County,
in 1894 and received her early education there. After business ‘college ‘the
- began work at the Simms Brush Factory in Saint John as a stenographer in 1914,
When she left there in 1922 she was purchasing agent. In the interim she had
met and married Desmond Purdy and 'together they moved to Portland, Oregon,
where they bought a small brush factory. This grew to be one of the largest
in the United States. b ‘ o - o

__After her husband's death iin 1960 Mrs. Purdy ran the business alone for
awhile but retired from it completely in 1965. That was when she came  "home"
and began her second, third, add‘evenlfourth careers here.

. _She was best known for her famous "“Country Kitchen" bakery and restaurant
which began at Cambridge-Narrows in 1966 and was later relocated in larger
quarters on the Trans-Canada Highway near Robertson's Point. These places
were noted for their plain, old-fashioned, country-fresh food where one of the

favo%rite items was said to be potatoes and turnips mashed together with gravy
over Op. . . i R 7 ) :

Besides these restaurant ahd bakery enterprises she was owner of the Pine
Tree Furniture Company at Norton, and more recently of a truck stop at Jemseg

called "Pronto". Also, very much to her credit, shewas the founder of the
Cub and Scout Packs at Cambridge-Narrows. . -
: |

Another pro ject dear to her heart was the McDonald-Purdy Foundation, a
trust fund for the benefit of young people. Always somewhat reluctant to
Speak about this endeavour, Mrs., Purdy admitted that it was, (and still is)
an educational fund to help those who might not otherwise be able to afford
higher education. Certainly through her genercsity many Queen's County young
people have been able to further heir schooling.

~To the end of her 1life, Mrs. Purdy maintained that her beliefs had stood
by her over the years, and were just as valid near the end of her life as they
had been at the beginnings of it. These included a faith in the grace of God,
the values of thrift and hard work, and the power of the human personality.

) Mrs., Purdy "crossed to the?other side” in June 1981, and her ashes are
interred in the McDonald's Corner Churchyard where many generations of her



U, S

i A el Cd dap Cei 11 NeT ere 0T q ¥ . for
family also sleep.. She will beiqgmgmbereg.hgnglfdr,ma§y yearg;@q_cqm&,
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and her continuing and ever appreciated help 1o ryoung peoples . “r-rii 0o

o

,hﬁTﬁé.Wétefvillé;SCnoal,

Col Eenag N e e i s : " 3 .

A 1935. fticle,b1;ths;late&Luther~R.wHetherlngton begins Waterv1ll§v
School Dggir§gfiisfinyé region 6rigiﬁélly@$eﬂtled‘bnynltgd Empire Loyalists.
It was organized into a.school district in’1872, soon after the passing of
the New Brunswick. Free School Act.’ It compriées’ 13 farms on the left bank
of the Washademoak River in Queen's County, New Brunswick. The entire pop-
ulation has”héVegfggen more thap 75" W Ty;f,‘? : RIS y
LT i S S ) .

Further re¢search shows thqt;thef§ui}ding itself:Was%pullt in the early
1870's on land.deeded, to the schbol district by Obediah Starkey. For quite
some time,it,wﬁéfdesignatedganéfsgﬁériQrTSOBOQli' This méant that it had some-
what moreé-quakified teacHerS”tHanﬁofherJsahools;hand:pqp}ls often came’ from
ad jacent districts for advanced education. After attending a Superior School,
students were frequently able
records show, that many from
themselves., .. o

o go to' the city forfurther education; and’ the
the Waterville School went on to make names for

e I

Ao

Up until 1935 this school had produced 10 medical doctors, hamely:- -

Drs. Robert Armstrong, G.A. Hetherington, B.H. Somerville, Richard Starkey,
E.M. Hetherington, J.£. Hetherington, G.W.: Chamberlain,® Péter’ Cody, A.F. Arm-
strong and S.J. Jenkins. There were 5 ¢lergymen, that-181-'Reverends.Dav1d
Patterson, I. Newton Thorne, Isaiah Wallace Corey, Wellington H. Jenkins, and
Edmund C. Jenkins. The 3 dentists were Drs, CiA. Murray, Harley Murray and
‘R.H. Starkey. .The 2 Lawyers. were Samuel J. Jenkins and H.B. Hetherington.
" There was a College Professor, Dr. Aarpﬁ;J.fPergy} a Member of the Provincial
Legislature,. Hon. Judson E. Hetherington; and an author, Alfreda (Noddin)
Y/Patterson' ‘“Tﬂ fﬁwDuUf< o ‘ f, R | o R I::? J: A’LT‘
As well there were 39 school teachers, 7 registered nurses, and 3 women

(the Jenkins sisters) who, became mothers to 4 college professors. 4And we can-
not overlook 2 men who were officers in the First World War, Lieut. Col. G.A.
Gamblin, and Major Harold S, Gamblin. At this: point perhaps one-can indicate
where some of these people came from and add some bite'‘af genealogical
information. Dr. J.E. Hetherington for example-would have come- from the
Thornetown school district, and the Murrays very possibly were residents of
Long Creek. Also the Rev. Isaiah Wallace Corey would have been a boy from
Canaan who was a relative of the Starkeys. -The Lawyer, Samuel J. Jenkins,
was the son of Joel Jenkins and lived on the opposite side of the Washademoak -
Lake from Waterville. The other Jenkins men mentioned would be descendants
of Dr. William Bell Little of: Cambridge, being the sons of Aaron and MNaria
(Little) Jenkins, and they did. live in the, Waterville school digrict.

We did not research the school returns from 1935 to. 1951-52 when this
school ceased to operate but no doubt one or two more illustrious names could
be added to this list of former pupils. S

. It i& interesting=to note that the old Waterville School is currently
being converted into a'residence. "It was substantially built and has survive
well the wear and: tear bf over a century." And although it may miss the
generations of children who passed through its doors we wish it love and
prosperity in its new life., 7 2

et New Brunswick’s Bicentennial

1984 will be the.province of New Brunswick's two hundredth birthday. It
will have been 200 years since the ppcesSs was begun whereby the province of
New Brunswick, more or less as we know it now, was set apart from Nova Scotia

with its own political identity and government. Plans to celebrate this birt
day have been underway for some time now.

_Interdepartmental committees grew into a Bicentennial Task Force
appointed in 1979, and then in 1981 a Bicentennial Commission was appointed.
The enabling legislation was passed in 1980, an office has been set up, and
all sorts of projects have been proposed and even initiated.

This will not be a ce}ebration that is marked by the spending of a lot o
money or by many construction projects. Rather this will be a "people's
celebration", a celebration of what it means to us to be New Brunswickers, a
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celebration of our rich cultural heritage, and of our hopes and expectations
for the future in this beautiful province by Fhe sea.,

Research undertaken by the historian, C. Aléx Pincombe, former director
of the Moncton Museum, has pinvointed two significant dates. .June 18th will
be designated as Natal Day, the date on which the Province of New Brunswick
was actually created by an Order-in-Council. | The second: important date is
November 22, 1984, the 200th anniversary of the day on which the Governor's
Commission was read, Oaths were taken, the Council met, and two Proclamations
were read; in other words the date on which "the business of governing the

new province got underway". . »

- It is expected that each of these dates will be celebrated provincially

with all the appropriate observances. But the whole year will be Bicentennial
year, and no doubt the time between these two dates will see many regional,
local, and even personal Bicentennial celebratins. This will be a "come home
year" for many expatriate New Brunswick people and should hold something excit-
ing for all of us. ’ : : |

The Bicentennial Office is there, its telephone number is 472-1984, within
the Department of Historical Resources, and they will give any school, village,
county or society group as much help and advice as possible. But the impetus
must come from us. Many Bicentennial Committees have been formed already, and
now we have the opportunity to decide what diection, what form and what enthus-
" iasm our Queen's County Bicentennial Celebration will have. ' ’ ;

|
|

GENEALOGIST'S SECTION: School Returns

Once again the year is 1844, the district is Parish of Chipman, No.5, and
‘the name ‘is given as "Christy Brown".  The teacher is William Donald, a married
man, 45 years old who was first licensed to teach in 1836. The usual texts are
used and the subjects taught were "Spelling, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, the

Church of England Catechism". The pupils and their ages were: ,
Sherman Rankin 12  Elizabeth Martin 13 = James Pratt I
John Rankin 10 James Fleming 9 William Taylor 5
Jacob Rankin 8 Catharine Fleming 7  Charles Clarke 16
George Rankin 7 George Langen 6  Aandrew Clarke 12
Sarah Jane Rankin 5 Sarah Jane Lange L -william Clarke - 10
Amelia Manzer - 13 John Pratt = 6 - -

Another in our series of School Returns is from the Upper Range School,
~Parish of Waterborough. The teacher here is a married man named William Milroy
. He is A6, was first licensed to teach in 1820, and the "books and apparatus
-used in the School" include Thomson, Walkingame, Willcolke's "arnd Frier's
Arithmeticks®, Murray and Fenning's Spelling Books, and Lennie's English Gramma:
The students and their ages follow: | o

Géorge Snell

Elizabeth A, Branscombe 4 William Barton 5 8
George P.(?) Barton 7 William Branscombe 9 Sarah Snell 7
John Barton ‘ 9 Elizabeth A. Carmichael 6 Wwilliam Snell 4
John M. Barton 10 Arthur Miller | 9 Stephen Stratton 8
Joseph Barton , 6 Conrade Miller 7 Mary A. Stratton 5
Nathaniel Branscombe 8 Hannah Miller 5 Vicear* Daniel Mc 9
Rebeccah Burk 7 Mary M. Miller 9 Vicear* Samuel Mc 6
Rebeccah J. Branscombe L william Reece (?)26 Welton Cephe 9

*Note the interesting spelling%of what probably is"McVicar"

Mrs. Amanda Dykeman's Gihger Snaps

Butter, lard and brown sugar, of each % 1b.; molasses 1 pt.; ginger
2 table-spoons; flour 1 gt.; saleratus 2 teaspoons; sour milk 1 cup.
Melt the butter and lard, and whip in the sugar, molasses and ginger;
dissolve the saleratus in the milk and put in, then the flour, and if
needed a little more flour, to enable you to roll out very thin; cut

: intq small cakes and bake in a slow oven until snappish.
(This is a recipe from ca. 1867. Saleratus is baking soda.)
. . HH ; o *

We were vefy saddened to1learn of the recent deéth of one o i
/ . Zha ; of our act
members, Lloyd Machum. _He contributed a great deal to our Society and ﬁi;ve
interest was life long in the history of Queen's County. We extend our
deevest sympathy to his wife and family, f | . ,



PUND WIS oy

J..f_i_«%*ltf =N ST, i KR P =M 8 .
SBLUS Ly \(, [JJ‘:"LQ("Q o Y ) T
. ’-[(‘f(ifaﬂ’ oy TS B - S SLE ne o VoL
wd o _f, ) .

Remember Bob McDonald's "litany" called "The" D@wn'mast of Yesperday"‘lh, Tor
Volume I, #5 of this Newsletter? Thlﬁuls the remalnder of Bob's Memérial to =~
his childhood: on.ﬁhe Nashademqa% 5 el midl

" i S TN RS
To run alorig: the(pllgs ofjrbugh.sawn lumber Stacked’betWeen the, .

" roadrand ﬁ ¢ hask f£ig¥ds, | g
To smell that new;sawn lumber and the cedars, ~
To play on the old Fordsdn T#actor used for power at the mill- 51té :
To walk out to the end of the mill shed and look down on the saw&us'
To follow up the: brook and flndpvols with trout and crayfish, R

" To hear the blgsthpf a éteam wh@stle and rush to catch a glimpse
i of «the bladk ‘Smoke oni the Lake, }”}-r SRRt
To be at the. wharf Wﬂén the steamer: docks, = = ¢ S
To watch . theline witnh‘the heavy hook be’ thrbwnton mhe wharf, N
To 'watch the: boat ldféh‘to a halt as the tig tening line loses slack, & J Ay
To hear the crash of ‘thé 'steel plate gang p‘ank thrOWn down on the ! 5
concrete approach, e
To watch. the. frelght hand-carted onto the wharf,
To ‘hedy:rthe rattle of the steel rimmed wheels of the slovens and buggies
R NN ) qroll; on to' the wharf to nick up the‘frelght.
Té 'SEe! thencoqntry ﬂ? V?ﬁn"%ﬁ%&Rtﬁst get—&‘& returning from the city,
To' wartchithe masslvb C [fhlng‘and b01llng ‘g;the‘Water as the steamer backs of
T watehythe ste - ogt nass on to other Wi 1arves’ ‘end disappear from sight, -
To - a@mtemnlatgkw%?t 1t must be like to~ r}de pn thls "Wonder" the whole of

L Jix". Vorad o Way, i -

Lo et
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Y s . S ) ‘ S
To Dlay on the Sﬁores of the Lake— S B
To sail clam shell boats, laden with catnip or 1nsect passengers, R T
quma&e tpe boats move with the current from the point of the small cove to

NEL LW Brg e’ side” of the big wharf, y
Estqppp up, féﬁ“fay and make pottery and thlngs on the flat rocks,

:+Ro bu;lqﬁa 1ft § fv1llage tbong the shore ushg the abundant stones W1th clay
S ortar, | i

N J" T

E . M’QI "'3» :
To piéklbérries B}ueberrles in the hurch yard, : '-~*:’DF ﬁ{j@uwf
croepn Y*J B ‘§35pberrles in_the back field, ., . O
L Ames _ *~1ackberr1es along the shome, o
Tﬁﬂl%t'“‘Strawberry preserves in little glass dishes, -
CERT Boggy spda crackers, , B
Sourdough bread, TO G0 gt gp
Rich hot ~juicy blueberry dumpllngs, R LTI & S P
o Warm skim milk, | FLIY e 34
L . Cold-gs0 very . cold water, Y
SO0 s Gandygin strange wrappers—ve:ymysterlous -but very satlsfylng, '
Pink pop-corn ‘ih boxes, with cellulold cupie dolls, RN
To/visit the City, B A L menreE

e zad ope To hear the sounds of- .
A 5 P Grlndlﬁgy'rolllcklngtrolly cars,“
' w0l The qry of newsboys early in the mornlng, ‘ )
Steam railroad whistles, many différeht pitches and tones.tfy'
Deep throated sound of the steamlboaﬁ whiEtle, .. ;‘,WNAA“ §
Rattle-clank of slovens on the paved stréets, . FISU
o To see the public Market with its onen stands, pass1ng throuah
“-Vﬁnﬁfiiﬁ Mljﬂi( a bulldlng fTom one street to anéther,
ERRERERD WA S T i vt
Ohows« mast?*W&s lore than all Of thls-a lot- ﬁaﬁéui It“was peonle-many wonderfu
pe©§1e~¢n@w mogt y gone, L L ‘7“ ; R
May they have as nice a place now as the-onﬁl$hey‘l§f f?ehlnd.» TTTT R
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