
Section One: Project/Lesson Overview 
 
Grade: 6 
 
Subject:  Social Studies 
 
Lesson Title:  Bird Migration 
 
Lesson Description: Students will choose a bird from the For the Birds online exhibition and 
research the migration of that particular bird. Then they will choose a country from the bird’s 
wintering grounds and create a profile of that country, comparing it with Canada. The goal is to 
encourage students to explore cultural and socio-economic differences between two countries 
that share a species of bird. Students will research and present differences in demographics, 
language, religion, economic activity, landscape, and environment (with a particular focus on the 
bird’s environment). Their research will be summarized and presented visually using a poster. 
The poster should contain a map showing A) The borders, geographic features, and major cities 
of the selected country B) The bird’s migratory route and distance to/from New Brunswick. 
Students will present their posters individually in 3-5 minute presentations. 
 
Time Required:  2-3 x 60 minute classes. Ideally part of a class to introduce the project and two 
classes to allow for short presentations. The instructor may choose to allocate additional class 
time for research or to allow students to complete work on their posters.  
 
Curriculum Outcomes: 
 

 Identify and locate on a world map types of physical regions, such as polar regions, 
rainforests, deserts, and grasslands. 

 Identify, locate, and map the selected country including examples of its major features. 

 Describe the government of the selected country 
 

Section Two: Project/Lesson Implementation 
 
Equipment/Materials Required:   
 
Poster materials: Bristol board, markers, paper, construction paper. 
World atlases, bird books would be extremely useful to aid research. 
 
 
Lesson Procedures/ Teaching Strategies: 
 

1. When introducing the project to students, explain that the project focus is one comparing 
countries and cultures, not on so much as on the bird. However the bird’s environment is 
something that should be researched.  
 

2. Because the number of countries comprising the wintering grounds of the birds in the 
collection is limited (almost entirely to Central America and the northern part of South 
America), all project proposals should be first signed off by the instructor to insure that a 
wide range of countries are represented and that students choosing the same country do 
not choose the same bird.  

 
3. Ensure that students are aware of the scope of the cross-country comparison that it 

should touch on language, culture, religion, government, economy, demographics, and 
environment. Also, it should be clear that the comparison should identify differences and 
commonalities.  

 



 
4. Once students have presented their posters, there should be a discussion about the 

similarities and differences of the Central and South American countries. What are the 
strongest regional similarities?  

 

 
 
Suggested Assessment Strategies: 
 

1. While the grading scheme is at the instructor’s discretion, the project should be graded 
on content, quality of the visual presentation (poster), and the short class presentation. 
Our suggested breakdown is: content (70%), poster (20%), oral presentation (10%). 
 

2. The students research should be graded on the breadth of the research (ie. the number 
of different topics investigated) and the depth of the research. An “A grade” project must 
be a very broad comparison of the two countries and show that the student has clearly 
identifies similarities and differences.  

 
.  

Section Three:  Project/Lesson Resources 

Supplementary Resources:  
http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/  
 
Disclaimer: The recommended web-resources included here have been scrutinized for their 
grade and age appropriateness; however, contents on links on the Internet change continuously. 
It is advisable that teachers preview all links before recommending them to students.  
 
Extensions: n/a 
 

 
 

Section Four:  Additional Information 
 
Credits:  Julian Varty, Queens County Heritage 

 

http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/

