
Section One: Project/Lesson Overview 
 
Grade: 12 
 
Subject:  Social Studies 
 
Lesson Title:  Bird Population Study 
 
Lesson Description:. Students will familiarize themselves with the For The Birds online exhibit and then 
select one of the three ecosystems (“Fields and Forests”, “Intervale Lowlands”, “Lakes, Rivers, and 
Wetlands”) profiled on the website. Their next task is to select three species of bird that inhabits their 
selected ecosystem and research population trends for that particular bird. Students will have to evaluate 
the relationship between human activities and bird population and identify what impact human activity has 
had on bird populations. Instructors must book sufficient library/computer lab time for students to conduct 
this research. Students will submit a written report to the instructor, which will include a graphical 
representation of the population trends and a one-page write-up about the relationship between humanity 
and the birds’ ecosystem. This research should only take one or two classes. Once the reports have been 
submitted, a single class or part of a class should be devoted to discussing what students discovered in 
their research. The instructor should encourage students to look at which populations are growing and 
which are shrinking and which ecosystems tend to have declining populations. 
 
Time Required:   2-3 x 60 minute classes 
 
Curriculum Outcomes: 
 

 evaluate issues concerning the diversity and sustainability of Earth’s ecosystems 

 analyze the causes and consequences of human modification of the environment on systems 
within the environment 
 

 
Section Two: Project/Lesson Implementation 
 
Equipment/Materials Required:  n/a 
 
Lesson Procedures/ Teaching Strategies: 
 

1. Give plenty of advanced notice to students about this project so that they can explore the For the 
Birds site ahead of time and decide on some birds that they would like to research. 
 

2. Environment Canada has a wealth of information about migratory bird populations. This is a great 
resource to suggest to students. 

 
3. During the final class when students are discussing their reports, encourage them to make 

connections about what kinds of birds are at risk and what kinds are prospering.  
 
Suggested Assessment Strategies: 

 
Students should be assessed on subject engagement, research quality, and the written report. 

Section Three:  Project/Lesson Resources 

Supplementary Resources:  
http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/  

http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/


Disclaimer: The recommended web-resources included here have been scrutinized for their grade and 
age appropriateness; however, contents on links on the Internet change continuously. It is advisable that 
teachers preview all links before recommending them to students.  
 
Extensions: n/a 
 

 
 

Section Four:  Additional Information 
 
Credits:  Julian Varty, Queens County Heritage 

 


