
Section One: Project/Lesson Overview 
 
Grade: 11 
 
Subject:  Biology 
 
Lesson Title:  Taxidermy Meets Taxonomy 
 
Lesson Description: Students will use the online For The Birds exhibit to learn how biologists 
classify different species of birds. Birds make up the taxonomic class Avea, but like all organisms 
are further classified by order, family, genus, and species. Working in small groups, students will 
be given the names of 15-20 birds that appear in the For The Birds collection and will be required 
to research and provide the full nomenclature for each species. This will require one class in the 
library or computer lab. Once students have named the birds, they will then sort them by order, 
family, and genus within their groups. Then, as a class, students will discuss the different orders 
of birds that they discovered in their research and the characteristics of these orders.  
 
Time Required:  2 x 60 minute classes 
 
Curriculum Outcomes: 
 

 Use organisms found in a local or regional ecosystem to demonstrate an understanding 
of the fundamental principles of taxonomy. (212-1, 316-5) 

 Understand the concept of binomial nomenclature as developed by Linneaus and 
understand its advantages for the scientific community. (214-2). 

 

Section Two: Project/Lesson Implementation 
 
Equipment/Materials Required:   
 
Access to computers or library 
Writing materials (pencils, pens, paper) 
Lists of birds from the For the Birds online exhibit prepared by the instructor. 
 
Lesson Procedures/ Teaching Strategies: 
 

1. Students should already be familiar with Linnaean taxonomy. The instructor should 
familiarize themselves with the different orders of birds. 
 

2. Ensure that different groups are given different lists of birds.  
 

3. Briefly introduce to students the For the Birds online exhibit, explaining who Leora 
Simpson was and how she acquired the bird collection. 

 
4. Allow students to form small groups (3-5 people) and assign them a list of birds. 

 
5. Once students have classified all their birds, they can begin sorting them.  

 
6. A class discussion should follow. Ask the students which orders of birds they come 

across most. Compile a list of all the orders of birds identified. Ask students what they 
think the defining characteristics of each order are. 

 
7. The instructor should then reveal all the different orders of birds and explain their 

characteristics. 
 



 
 
Suggested Assessment Strategies: 

 
This lesson is intended to be a fun way for students to investigate birds and learn about 
taxonomy. While not envisioned as being an assignment for credit, the instructor may give marks 
for the completion of the bird classification or for class participation. 

Section Three:  Project/Lesson Resources 

Supplementary Resources:  
http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/  
 
Disclaimer: The recommended web-resources included here have been scrutinized for their 
grade and age appropriateness; however, contents on links on the Internet change continuously. 
It is advisable that teachers preview all links before recommending them to students.  
 
Extensions: n/a 
 

 
 

Section Four:  Additional Information 
 
Credits:  Julian Varty, Queens County Heritage 

 

http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/

